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The MtM Neusletter is edited by Michelle Muiisert, Amslis Underwcod, Lucinda
Lewis and our Aunty Emily Birdsfoot. It is produced by Mark Loney. The
Newsletter counts as the Jums 1987 issue of The Space Mestrel, Is numbered
semi-consecutively 7.5 and, as such, is open for Lolcing, blank steres of
amazement and other forms of criticismy including Toving Down Here and
talking to us about it. He are comtactable a*:-

t4 ! - N - v
MiM Carpainn (Rombers
at The Hguse of The Space Wastirel
Box UHesd
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We take no respersibility for ary adverse effects caused by acting on the
information contained herein.



AIMS OF THE MOVE TO MELEBOURNE CAMPATGN

So why are conducting this campaign?  Why are we about to introduce vou fo the

o {7} 1 i =
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delights of Marvellous Melboirne? Mostlv, T guess, ir's altroism. Having
some experience of living elsewhere in the Big A - not to mention the Leg« Big
NZ - the Campaipgn Committee knows that fans who don't live in Melbourne aro
Missing OQut. Tor nersons with sensitivity and discerning tastes, there really
isn't anywhere else in Australia to compare. The Committee feels sad every
time it thinks about all those sympatico people in other nlaces whose 1ives
could and should he enriched by living in the genteel and rarified but nonetho-
less vitalising atmosphere of Melbourne.

Then again, while we have heaps of nice people already in Melhourne. the

Committee alwavs hears in mind the wisdom inherent in a certain old aphorism.
The more the merrier.

Our theme song is that famous Beatles number, "All You Need Is Melbourne™.
Hum it in the shower or bath.

EARLY SUCCESSES

The Campaign is quire obviausly an idea whose Time Has Come. T base this state-
ment on the empirical evidence that a numher of people in Anstralasian fandon
have succumbed to the Campaign in anticipation of jts exigtence.  Stronp vibes,
marn. I could bring in names of pecple whe bave already moved here in the last
two to three years — Marc Orvlieh, Mark Loney, Michelle Muijsert ot al, Greg
Hills (two times!), Perry Middlemiss and others « af oven Yonger ago - Mandy
Herriott, Mark Linneman, Als Kava, Cath Circosta, etc, - and havo happily anc
contentedly remained ensconcod: fowever 1 think i+ iw probably more appropriate
Fo contain my observations to more recent voluntary nominees whose decisions
have obviously been “nfluenced bv forward vibes trom the Campaien., That

Fannish Master of Rats, John Packer has heen waitine patiently [or a sovern—

mental transfer for at least a vear, snd hae een ohasrved on A numbher of
occasions nipping down to Molhourne to make advance oxperiments on the local

public transport. Onva, Jehrn.

H
]

Perth's fannish fashion exnerr and Gordon Blue cook, Ms Jfoannn Masters, is alao
champing at the bir in her desire to MM, 1In fact it's got to the point where
she's had to disappear off to Britain for a bit to coo! down.  But then
Melbourne can have that effect' Not for WINDS O wWOowsers,

o

0OF course, the planned moves of ferry Frost and Karen Vaughan (from Sydney?),
and Julian Warner (from Perth) to Canberra are sure signs of the centripeta!
attractive force that emanates from Molbourne,

SPEAKING OF FORCES THAT EMANATE FROM MELBOURNE

Melbourne is good for your health. You can tel] because bad things happen when
people leave. Look at .John Fovster. Moved to Adelaide and was nearly beoked

to death within a menth of arrivina. Then there's the case of poor old Roger

'Sex Symbol' Weddall. Roger went on extended holiday to gvpt and ended up
spending weeks in ar Egyptian Hespital with a broken pelvis. These are Just
two (rather serious) exarples of an easily observable trend., | don't say it
fair = obviously it's rather insidious and nasty - [ aci merely as a collater

]

of the facts.,

Feople from other parts of Australia often complain that Melbourne is grey and
cdirty. We have news for them - that's the way cities are supposed to be.
Since I moved to Melbourns my washing has been whiter and brighter.

~ An Unsolicited Tesimonial from Mark Linneman,


Most.lv

Tap ™ SOunne Nfuglies =

FIRST PROUD MOVE-TO-MELROURNITE
The MtM Campzign was first mooted at that most salubr

{held in Melbourne, natch), FasterCon, in tho
nonetheless friendly Svdnev tan, Gardon "Does

oue of fannish Cons
59 an esrahlished bt

Fiel Good?" Tingard. For

some time after the initial discusgion Gordon was heerd wandering thio
Con muttering, "tempting, tempting’. Some mav have thought he was i
about chocolate flavoured massavs oil, b“* Hvre gt MM owe koew e wos Uatkins
about Melhourne. Tt is now our pleasant dutr Lo report that Gordon has
decided not to resist ‘empratimn and will iﬁ arriving in (Old Merveilleuse (as

the Pig M is sometimes affectioparte'y known by fte inhabitants) earlv in July,
We're proud to be able to take this aolden opportunity (IIKe/rRé/érdédydl 1o
say, Welcome to Melbaurre, Gordon.

A common criticism of Melbourne is that it is a very conservative place. Not

sot During the recent AIDS phone-in campaign, Victorians mede by far the most
enguiries of any State, easily outsiripping the larger and meore sensationalist
‘Premier‘ State. {Premier at what, may we ask?}

HELBOUR - AUSTRALIATS UNDISPUTED FANNISH CABITAL

This, of course. is the main reason vou shonld meve to Melbourne, There are
number of fannish activities which for some ars row have heen reonlar, reli-
able, organised and wel! attended Jd/difé¢dy/ dARTF ALy SRER/ LA A&/ TH/ dr By
KRV YATASTAR/ FARAT X /AN A dd - the 014 Guard! an Friday nighta starri
Ditmar nominee waitress, Jesszica Aldyidoe: Fridsy nicht Melbourne
meetinge; monthly Nova Mob meectings; monthly fanoish dioners at real restanr-
ants; the Dandenonpg Valley SF Cluh Meot inoe,  Moet of Australia’s tansines are
produced in Melbourne:- The Space Wastrel, Thyno, Eﬁrr?“in, Aust SF Review,
Tiguer, Secant, Sikander, Ethel the ‘ardvart, Cat  intitled, stunnbiun,
Starkindler, etc., et¢. Melhourne is rhe home of T.2.0, farey Hardficld,

fannish voting solidarity, “up@riux fannish nembors I KinKens,  In recent
times it has hosted heavy fanzines, fake foaps, various controversics in rhe

nages of Thyme and scme very qov”

Melhourne Tandom has a history of Farnish acvivity second to none in the
Avtipodes. The present cereration of Melhourve fans are bnildine well on
this solid foundation. ¥why not come fesl our muscles? Dops! Serey, 1 mean,
well.,. vou're welcome, uny time.

3

A Subjective Tact {from zomeons whe's in a noﬁ1+zoh to knowr: Melbcurne has
the best bookshops irn Australasia. 4And if you don't believe me. just come anc
check it out for yourself...

DON'T ALL RUSH IN AT ONCE - YOU'LL TIP AUSTRALIA P
Time for a disclaimer. 1f, after reading the newsietter, veu decide to MM

%

please call us or drop us a lire and thoe committee will arrange o welcoming
party and a place to slecp while vou've initially in Melhourne. We are not,
however, able to orwanize lone verm acoomodat ion ar jobs, althouph we can
assure you that both are pretty freely available; the former at around 345 or
$50 per bedroom per week for inper city livine. [ sayv this in particular Lo
our overseas readers, having seen 3 North American resnmés in the MtM Chamber

in recent times. Sorry, mates and matesses, the proper outfit to see abnut
1mh1qrdf.nnk*He pcal Anstralian Jeansulare,  Thiz, of course, applies
R )uﬁ@nﬁtandprc too, not Acotearoans. (There's a clue Lo aomebhing in

there, 1'm sure.) Ar"u“y il the Powers That Be arce uanfriendlv, all we can
suggest is that if it's pessihly te fiv a plane 900k and land in Red Saunre
without beine detected, then it can't he that tongh to cet inte littio old
Melbourne!!!

e e o . ] S o o e o o o . S e S T T T T T o ] ] . . e e

Sincn I came to Melbourne I hardly ever get Housemaid’s Knee anymore.
Mark Linneman, Fannish Yoga Nxpert.


Merveilleu.se

Jle Move to Melbourne hews et-e:
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22 Waltham Street, Richmond

Don't be alarmed by the armed guard outside, he has strict instructions that
anyone wearing & propellor beanie is to be admitted with no questions askec.

Be warned that you may be risking injury to life and limb by entering, for it
is here that Jeremy Adler's menagerie of sentient socks reside, which explains
the armed guard cutside. Jeremy is under contract to a multinational arms
corporation to care for his socks, for possible use in biclogical warfare. How
de you think he can afford all those books? Books in the living room, books

in the dining room, books in the toilet until that dreadfil night when a
drunken Melvin Bunns finished his business with a signed Arkham House Robert
Bloch novel. You could stand in the living rcom for hours locking at all the
signed John Norman first editions. I wouldn't advise it, though. The sentient
socks do get a little peckish at times, and the ourple worsted pair is just
getting its baby teeth... well, fangs, actually.

- Intrepid roving MtM Reporter, Andrew Brown

MAKING AN IMPRESSTON

Konrad Lorenz discovered the idea of imprinting vears before Anne McCaffrev
decided that it would make a delightful metaphor for the realization of writing
talent. The role of imprinting in human psychological development is not fully
understood, although if psychologists were aware of the reasons for rough
carpet eliciting a warm glow in what romance novelists and biblical scholars
would refer to as my loins they might be at least part of the way towards an
answer.

What has not been adequately documented is the massive psychic trauma caused
by a potential science fiction fan's first encounter with fandom. Jean Weher
started to examine this in her first two fanzines - the Aussiecon Memorial
Fanzines - but she became more interested in other aspects of the fannish
psyche. It is my contention that something akin to imprinting occurs at the
moment that the incipient fan breaks through the mundane cocoorn. Take, {or
instance, the following comments, written in +he first flowering of fannish
awareness.

"Cue 31:- Lights fade up on a greatcoated figure standing
by a microphone, His heart is thumping the shit
out of his ribs,

ORTLTEB:~ My God! T've done it. 1'm standing here where
everyone can see me. Shit, My head is spinning,
my stomach is burning, the shaking of my hands is
the only thing stopping the sweat building up.

My God. T've done it. Made a real fool of myself.
Acting was never this bad."

Compare them to this quotation from Anne McCaffrey's DRAGONFLIGHT

"A feeling of joy suffused Lessa; a feeling of warmth,
tenderness, unalloyed affection, and instant respect and
admiration flooded mind and soul."

The symptoms differ slightlv, but the mood is the same. What happened to me
the very first moment I got up to speak at a copvention - albeit only to ask a
question from the auditorium - was that fandom imprinted irself on me.

There are certain consequences of imprinting. OCne is that one's sensations
during imprinting are forever associated with the imprinting experience. That
is why, whenever 1 think of fandom, my mind drifts back to the Southern Cross
Hotel and, by association, to Meihourne. Aussiecon was my f{irst visit to
Melbourne and certain memories stick - walking along Pourke St with mv great-
coat and rucksack; my first ever tram ride along St Kilda Road: {finding the
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1 wacms that the last outpest of cvert filth on the streets of Australia is
Vaarvuliloes clelbouree.,  King's Crozs?? Ha! While waiting for a train oul of
viney just before Foscer [ wanted two very boring and expensive hours in the
uopesod smut centre of Australia. What a huge pile of poo.

otiily dres Jeazy ard 3liny spruiker Tthe ¢

uy thaf stands on the {not-
he greatest show on Farth)
e ing that he could tell 1

written all over my face,

putic trvine W peinice sasssrs hy that he offers t
i

gt 2 fraecns 3

m_v -
a1 L) T T 1 rEisid
rhat JLIDAY PAYY wa

20 tourist. t

T insice mula, te said inoa low veice as if he wes making me party to an
s tant contideace, vies,., ‘uckin gremast movies, live fuck shows on
. - o 3 . - tis > o [5 "
VAR, .. he wis aow tallineg into Fscorts upstairs...
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The last detail didn't interess me, but the chance nf come real horest

after yvears in Queensland! Oh voveurism' Ooooh! AR' Zoom. Tr like a4 whoe
[ was. Slavering and sinkirs closer te the gutter each second, | was av
short.

(L]

Py . .
Uighteen bucks thanks pal.

"Whasaa. .. eighteen??7" [Thinks (Yoaming at the mouth): This is aning t¢ he
UNREAL!']  "Yeay veah veah veah veah veah'!"  (Why did | think that expensive
must equal excellent? Whyv didn't the possibility of ri ipoff onter my head qne

once?)  Zoom,

I was the only one in the nlace apart {rom twe tired looking "escorts i o

" . . o r 3 . - 5 - o 1
fuckin greaaat movie" wasn't oven plavine (T had to wait [or them to ST
the video). When the movie did start there was no sourd - 1 had to go and tel!

&
them to turn it up - and it was th lamest of the lame 'R’ rated bag fuli of
farts I have ever seer. The entertainine part was that n couple of minutes

later one of the "escorts" had the aaul to it Persel{ down noxt ro me asking

if 1 would like te come upstairs. Like Tuck., [ would never, ever anvwav bt

at the level of excitement that | was, T had to laugh.

I was there for forty five winutes or 30 (determined to comehow ret valie o
my monev) and no "live show" had appeared. Then it struck me that they
wouldn't bother with iust me there and rhe whale thing was giving me the
shits anyway so T pissed off to catch my train.,

the really paris
the dedicat od

But Maarrrvullus Melbourne! ire of the Wowser! Nah... Fyen
and overt smut houses in the middle of 1he city offer more
pervert than the Cross. Cheaper ton,

The Barre!l Adult Cinemn: Rioht in the heart of the city! ‘h o be honesr
1s a hit tasteless). Tr is M4t ap like a ¥mas tree {day and
front is covered with woandye and very obvious signs.  There waz noe spruiker ot
the front when [ visited (for me “e wasn't nece 234ry — to he honest | owas in

hit of an altered state of consciousmess) and the admi

(and the standard price in Melhourne) and the movies wore YXYY ae

night) and its

1
i

They were good quality US porn movies and not the silly opes that vou too
often see. As for the "GIRLS GIRLS OIRLE" nmaaakh... T'm anfraid that the
art of striptease has been lost. [ won't hother reviewing anv of the "live
acts" at any of these places. All the same. Crao.

oy

‘he seating at the Barve! was fine. The reproducrion gquality on the big
video screen was good and the avdio - if vou neod it - waz OK. The dunnics
were revolting and smellv,

The Shaft Adult Cinema: The Shaft is twa doors down from the Barrel,  Hmmp.
Thinks it might be owned by the aame crowd. | recognisoed one of the !
acts from the Barrel.

The Shaft is smaller and the movies are of the =ame qunli?v. ?# was very
crowded and the theatre is verv smellv (7 didn't visi Thev «scem
to allow smoking there - there were people smoking ~ which wasa
a bit yukky. The repro quality of the videos wian good as the Barre! hut
there was one particular movie that wns W, 1 won't o wo o inte detail but Dooh!
Oh phew! TI'm... Utr... mmph!

The seating was OK -~ it's just rhat zelting to ane was 3 problem,  One had a
tendency to trip over people (and the people there seemed o want to t
themselves as non-pecple for the fime thev woere there, which is o hit hare
you are being tripped over, so thev got & bif annoved).

“he fover and the
13

The Crazy Horse Theatre: There s an "Adult” hookahap in ¢
4
e

cinema is nice and spacious but give tH- place a hiyg miss
send the hoys around). The repro cquali

the movie. I mean it was really :-‘iv, T was there with tour friends - ing
ding two women - and {

hopo they

of the video was horrin!

[ i N T, LA |
Ll ponged.  Ghe Lld s




eos have resar exite Tor anonvmous leaving (too had 1

Con e deen entoring and they have no of f-street parking of their own, Tf
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fvin's smoke hazed living room mav have serio
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ous consequences for your health,
ke T e fAluin himge can be a little peculiar. Perhaps
>y shouls evel nichts with a full moon, for it is then that he
ets mystic swelving ritual disembowellings of basketballs

urning of ihe Hnrlj £ D“Etﬁu ters in effigy. UWatching him put on
ct UGT*~ TE AN tici 1im anc.ng can be pretiy alarming too-
t, bul no, he’s just trying o get

. iy krock 077 Amellia Underwood's socks
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aign has been verv encour-
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2 y 40 my capacity as someors who has had every chance to move from
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move to Melbourne (as T'm sure
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the chance more or
live. Twice, 1've
city of Sydney, back
I visited Adelaide
nhabits B. e but if

' . wst bo on a very slow boil

te, well, how many fang are there now left in that

tv famous internationally for

£ i its restaurants, its splendid botanical
I Colin Mackenzie Native Fauna & Flora Preserve
e outszkirts of the city (Healesville) is unique, and the Melbourne zoo is
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an attractive and lively

at where all those Western
with more on their wav

did the
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where did it all happen in the first place? You know the place where thev
hold those parties: you krow the place they get togerher to perform the Human
Orrerv, and each vear oreanise what's asoing to be an the Tipal Dirmar Baller .
Tou know the place, so wvhat's holding vou bhack - aet off vour hackside ond

in the fun - move to Melbourne,

- A not quite Unsolicited Testimonial from ROGER 'machismo' WEDDALL

INTERESTING PEOPLE TO PFRYZ/AZ SEE IN MELBOURNE - IV

¢ Rogers St, Richmond

Female visitors to Rogers Street are regquested to make an appointment at least
two weeks in advance with llambo Hoddle's social secretaries, Amelia Underwood
end Marco Lono. The writer cannot give a full account of Rambo's undisputed
charm because he is of the wrong gender to have experienced the full warmth of
Rambo Hoddle's welcome. Let's hear what visiting Californien fan Lizzy
Hinkley had to say:

"There was something about his ayes... that little twinkle that seemed to belong
with that devilish grin. And he presents himself so well - the stylish way

that his sneakers remain as pure white as his davastatingly fannish WorldCon

bid T-shirt collection. Rambo is the living proof that machisme has a valid
contribution to make to the dieslogue between the sexes - and we did some

serious talking...”

Those lucky enough tc wake up with Rambc in the morning can experience the
delights of Rambo's cuisine nouvalle breakfasts im bed. He's one of those
people who have mastered the intricate art of (oesting bread so that it ramsirs
Just a little on the safe side of being thoroughly carbonized. Even mastees

of Zen have & little trouble with that one. ’
- . . E .
~ Globetrotting Fannish Journalist, Andrew Brown
INTO THE WHIRLPOOL
Melbourne sucls,
[ say this in the nicest possidle wav, Afrer all, 1 ehose fo move hore back
in Januarv. Neverthelpe=s, closest analogy ! ocan find to explain Molbourne's
attractive pover is that of witer swirling down a plug-hole.
Fake mv own case. T came 19 ‘ralia from New Zealand hriefly, in mid-1981,

entered through Sydnev, went 1o fdelaide, and returned to Svdney - via
Melbourne. Then 1 went back o N7 for twoe vears. But | came bhack in 19817,
entering through Svdnev Lut =eon moving down to Melbourne. After six months,
T spun away, ‘again returnivg o N7, 24 vears later T came back aeain, throuvgh
Svdney, to Melbourne. And here I seem likely to stay, for now.

My motions call to mind the actions of an object floating in the bathwater.

It starts at one end of the hath, approaches the plug-hole closely, then spins
aquickly away. Soon it returns, mavhe spinning away again once or twide, but

o~

eventually achieving its destinv as it enters the centre of the verted,

One should not follow this anaglogy too closely, of course. Melhourne's
attraction is positive, not necative. Those entering the heart of the whirl-
pool find themselves in an environment very conducive to fannish activity and
nealthy socialising: they do not, as does the ohject in the bathwater, vanish
from sight, never to reoturn,

S0, from one who has ridden the wvhiripool, here's another vaice saving -"™Move

" . ' ¢ & g 2 ° .
to Melbourne”, VYou PFréBdhld won't regret it. And moving to Melhourne is eacy.
Follow the Vine of least resistance., After all - Melhourne sueks,

- An Unsolicited... Thing from Recent MtMite. GREG HILLS

Since T MtMed I no longer get dishwash hands.
- Mark Linneman, Satisfiod Cuost{omer,



